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Cheatham County Building & Codes 

338 Frey St. 

Ashland City, TN 37015 / (615) 792-7915 / Fax (615) 792-2040 

 

Engineering Fees Charged to Applicants 

Any review of subdivision, plats, construction plans, FEMA reviews, etc., will be the responsibility of the 

property owner requesting the review and all fees will be collected at the time of approval. 

 

GRADING PERMIT APPLICTION FEE is $50.00 plus a $5.00 RCHIVE FEE 

 

 All applications for Grading Permits require review and approval from the Highway 

Superintendent and Building Commissioner. 

 

 Applicant must comply with Exhibit A of this application 

 

 Grading and Fill operations are limited to the hours of 7:00AM to 6:00PM on week days only. 

 

APPLICATION FOR GRADING PERMIT 

 

Owner’s Name ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Property Address ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Map __________ Group __________ Parcel __________ 

 

Deed Book __________ Page __________ Date Recorded __________ 

 

Subdivision __________________________________________ Lot ___________ 

 

Plat Book __________ Plat Book Page __________ 

 

Acreage ________________ Zoning District ________________ 

 

Septic ____________ Sewer ____________ Public Water ____________ Well __________ 

 

Does this tract of land front a State or County Maintained Rd?  Yes __________ No__________ 
 

 

 
 

Is a portion of the property in a Flood Hazard Area?  Yes __________ No__________ 
 

NOTE: If Yes, STOP – You must complete a Flood Hazard Development Application 
 

Site Plan submitted with application. Designation or all existing or proposed development on property is 

required. IE; Driveway, Structures, Utilities, Sewer / Septic, and areas to be cut or filled. 
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DESCRIPTION OF WORK 

 

Check all that apply: 

 

______ Topsoil stripping or sod removal having a single or combined area coverage on one site of 2500 
              square feet (equivalent 50' square). 
 

____Excavation or placement of fill material having a volume of 100 cubic yards or more on one site. 
 

______ Areas of excavation or fill having a coverage of 1000 square feet and a maximum cut or fill depth    

       at any point, of three (3) feet or more on one site. 

 

______ An excavation from existing grade three (3) feet or more below a two (horizontal) to one (vertical)     

           descending slope from any property line, or a fill on existing grade three feet or more above a   

        two (horizontal) to one (vertical) ascending slope from any property line. 

 

______ A grading operation in preparation for a paving project that will be used for any other purpose than a  

               residential driveway and/or parking area. 

 

______ An excavation or fill within a public sewer, water main, storm drain, or power line easement. 

 
______ An excavation or fill which will encroach on or alter a natural drainage channel or water course. 

 

The purpose of the work and a statement as to whether the purpose of the grading is for private or commercial 

reasons; 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 
The nature and amount of material proposed to be excavated and the amount of fill in cubic yards; 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Location of origin of fill material. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Route of travel on roadways from origin site to fill site. (Public Roads) 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The street address at the point of access to the property where the work is to be performed; 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
The name and address of the owner of the property on which the work is to be performed; 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A description of the e q u i p m e n t  and m e t h o d s  t o  b e  u s e d  i n  performing the work; 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The name of the firm that will haul excavated material to or from the property where the work is to be 
performed; 

 

___________________________________________________ 
  

The name, address and phone number  of the person to have effective control of the work; 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The estimated dates for starting and completing the work to be done;  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 
 Report of a soils engineer if required by the Building Commissioner; 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Such further applicable information as required by the Building Commissioner; 

 

__________________________________________________ 
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Exhibit A 

 

Fill Material Transportation Regulations 

 

I. Findings 

 

A. The Cheatham County Legislative Body hereby finds that the unregulated transportation of fill material 

across County Roads is detrimental, or liable to be detrimental to the health, comfort, safety, convenience, 

or welfare of the inhabitants of Cheatham County. 

 

B. The Cheatham County Legislative Body hereby finds that the transportation of fill material across County 

Roads is a business practice liable to be a nuisance or detrimental to the health, security, or general welfare 

of the people of Cheatham County. 

 

II. Definitions 

 

A. “County Road” means all parts of roadways maintained by Cheatham County and includes any ditch,  

slope, berm, bridge, culvert, overpass, tunnel, barricade, fence, wall, traffic control device, sign, marker, 

and any other structure or physical feature erected upon or maintained within or adjacent to the county 

right-of-way. 

 

B. “Superintendent” means the Cheatham County Superintendent of Roads or his designee. 

 

C. “Fill Operations” means the removal of soil, rock, and other materials from one location and the deposit 

of such materials at a different location for the purpose of, or having the effect of, changing the elevation 

of the existing land at the deposit site. 

 

D. “Fill Material” means the material transported between locations when conducting Fill Operations. 

 

III. Permit 

 

A. No person or entity shall transport Fill Material across County Roads without first obtaining a Fill 

Transportation Permit issued by the Superintendent unless specifically exempted from obtaining a permit 

as specified herein. 

 

B. No permit shall be required for the transportation of ten (10) or fewer loads of Fill Material to a single site 

within a one hundred eighty (180) day period. Contiguous property shall be deemed to be a single site 

regardless of the number of parcels or owners. 

 

C. Permits shall be valid for the time required to complete Fill Operations not to exceed one-hundred eighty 

(180) days. Permits may be renewed in the same manner as the permit was originally obtained including 

the payment of a new application fee. 

 

D. Permit holders shall keep records detailing the number of loads transported, the date each load was 

transported, and the operator of the vehicles transporting the loads. Such records shall be provided within 

five (5) days upon the request of the Superintendent. 
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E. Permit holders shall be required to maintain proper drainage of County Roads and shall not create or 

maintain any impediment to drainage in the County right of way. 

 

F. Permit holders shall report any new damage on the route covered by the permit to Superintendent of 

Roads. 

 

G. Permit holders shall notify the Superintendent in writing when Fill Operations are complete and such 

notification shall terminate the permit. Upon receipt of notification of the completion of Fill Operations, 

the Superintendent shall conduct an evaluation to determine if any damage to County Roads has occurred. 

 

H. Any person or entity violating the terms of the resolution shall be subject to a penalty in the amount of 

fifty ($50) dollars per violation with each load of Fill Material transported without the required permit 

constituting a separate violation. 

 

I. The Superintendent may immediately suspend or revoke a permit for violations of these regulations, if the 

route being used for Fill Operations becomes unsafe, or if the route is likely to become unsafe if Fill 

Operations continue. 

 

J. The Superintendent may temporarily suspend a permit if weather or environmental conditions make any 

portion of the approved route more susceptible to damage. 

 

K. The Superintendent may suspend a permit if the Fill Operations result in damage to County Roads until 

such damage has been repaired to applicable County standards at the expense of the permit holder. 

 

L. The Superintendent may suspend a permit if the Fill Operations result in the accumulation of soil, rock, 

or debris on County Roads until such has been removed at the applicant’s expense and reasonable 

measures have been adopted to prevent a recurrence. 

 

M. Nothing is this resolution shall be deemed to relieve any person or entity of liability for damaging County 

Roads regardless of whether a permit has been issued or is required. 

 

N. The regulations set forth herein are supplemental to any other applicable law regarding the regulation of 

County Roads and the Superintendent may enforce these regulations as well as seeking other legal 

remedies. 

 

O. The regulations set forth herein are in addition to applicable County zoning and other regulations and 

applicants shall be required to comply with all such regulations. 

 

IV. Application, Fees & Costs 

 

A. The fee for obtaining a Fill Transportation Permit shall be one hundred ($100) dollars. 

 

B. Applications shall identify the routes within Cheatham County to be used for the transportation of Fill 

Material and upon the issuance of a permit, only those routes shall be utilized. 

 



Page 6 of 8 
 

C. Applications shall identify by name and address all individuals or entities that will be transporting Fill 

Material in Cheatham County. 

 

D. Applicants shall provide a written acknowledgment from all individuals or entities transporting Fill 

Material in Cheatham County of the receipt of a copy of these regulations. 

 

E. Prior to the issuance of a permit, the Superintendent shall inspect the County Roads identified in the 

application to evaluate the existing state of repair and document existing damage or substandard 

conditions. The permit applicant has the option of accompanying the Superintendent during the inspection 

and requesting that areas of concern be documented. 

 

F. If evaluation of existing road conditions requires the services of the County’s engineer, the applicant will 

be responsible for such expense. 

 

G. If the Superintendent determines the proposed route requires repair, maintenance, or upgrades in order for 

the Fill Operations to be safely conducted or to prevent damage to County Roads, no permit shall be issued 

until the needed work is completed at the applicant’s expense. 

 

V. Bond 

 

A. Fill Operations that will result in more than fifty (50) round trip vehicle loads or that will last more than 

thirty (30) days will be required to post sufficient bond to assure that the cost of any damage to County 

Roads is not borne by Cheatham County. The amount of the bond will be determined in consultation with 

the County engineer and will take into account the length of the route on County Roads and other relevant 

factors. A bond may be required for routes that include chipseal roads regardless of the number of vehicle 

loads and the Superintendent may prohibit the use of routes on chipseal roads for more than fifty (50) 

loads. 

 

B. Notwithstanding the number of loads being transported, the Superintendent may revoke a permit until an 

adequate bond is posted if it is determined that the Fill Operations are causing damage to County Roads. 

 

C. All bonds shall provide a location within Cheatham County or a neighboring county where the bond may 

be drawn upon and shall only require Cheatham County to notify the issuer of the bond that liability has 

been incurred in order to draw on the bond. 

 

D. Any required bond shall be irrevocable for the term of the permit. 

 

E. If the Superintendent is required to draw on the bond due to damage to County Roads, the Fill 

Transportation Permit shall be suspended until the damage is repaired and the Superintendent determines 

that an adequate bond remains in place. 

 

F. Bonds will be released only upon the completion if any necessary repairs, payment of all amounts owed 

by applicant, and a final inspection of the route to determine that any damage has been addressed. 

 

VI. Appeals 
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A. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Superintendent under these regulations may appeal such 

decision to the Fill Material Transportation Appeals Board. 

 

B. All requests for appeals shall be in writing and addressed to the Superintendent. 

 

C. The Fill Transportation Appeals Board shall consist of three (3) members designated by the 

Superintendent to hear each appeal consisting of one (1) member from the Cheatham County Highway 

Department not involved in the decision under appeal and two (2) members selected from the Cheatham 

County Road and Bridge Committee. 

 

D. Appeals shall be heard and decided within sixty (60) days of the date the appeal except in the case of 

extraordinary events beyond the control of the parties which prevent the appeal being heard within such 

time. Appeal hearings or decisions may be extended for a longer period with the consent of the party 

making the appeal. 

 

E. Appeal decisions shall be made based on information presented at the appeals hearing. The party 

requesting the appeal shall submit any documents to be considered by the Fill Transportation Appeals 

Board to the Superintendent at least five (5) days prior to the hearing. Documents submitted after such 

time may be excluded from the hearing at the discretion of the Fill Transportation Appeals Board. 

 

F. Appeals hearings shall be public meetings with adequate public notice given in accordance with applicable 

law. 

 

G. Members of the Fill Transportation Appeals Board shall serve without compensation except that 

employees of the Cheatham County Highway Department will be paid in accordance with applicable law 

and the Cheatham County Highway Department Personnel Policies. 

 

VII. Other 

 

A. If any provision or application of these regulations is found to be invalid, illegal, unconstitutional, or 

unenforceable, that finding shall not affect or undermine the validity of any other provision or application 

which can be enforced without the use of the offending portion of the legislation. 

 

I, _________________________________________________ As the owner / authorized agent of the above 

referenced property in this application as applying for a Grading Permit to be issued for this project, if upon 

review it is found that my property is not in compliance with the current zoning laws for Cheatham County that 

I will be denied a Grading Permit until full compliance of the Cheatham County Zoning Resolution is approved 

by the appropriate board for which I have been advised to apply. 

If application is being submitted by any person other than the owner, a notarized letter of authorization by the 

owner must be submitted.  

__________________________________________________ 

Owner / Authorized Agent 

 

__________________________________________________ 

Date 
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__________________________________________________ 

Contractor  

 

__________________________________________________ 

Address  

 

__________________________________________________ 

City / State / Zip 

 

__________________________________________________ 

Phone 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

Cheatham County Building & Codes Department (for office use only) 

  

 

Reviewed By: _____________________________________ Date: _______________ 

                                   Building Commissioner 

 

Reviewed By: _____________________________________ Date: _______________ 

                                   Road Superintendent 

 

 

Approved By: ____________________________________  Date: ________________ 

 

 

Approval Denied, Recommended Steps for Compliance: 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 


